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Princes of the blood on terms of equality, and giving
them their hand, which had not been customary in the
time of the two first ministers just named. To do so
to the illegitimate offspring of the King, and on occa-
sions of ceremony, appeared to them monstrous.
Negotiations were carried on for a month, but Delfini
would not bend, and although in every other respect
he had afforded great satisfaction during his nuncia-
ture, no farewell audience was given to him, nor even a
secret audience. He was deprived of the gift of a
silver vessel worth eighteen hundred francs, that it was
customary to present to the cardinal nuncios at their
departure: and he went away without saying adieu to
anybody.

Some time before, M. de Monaco had been sent as
ambassador to Rome. He claimed to be addressed by
the title of " Highness/5 and persisted in it with so
much obstinacy that he isolated himself from almost
everybody, and brought the affairs of his embassy
nearly to a standstill by the fetters he imposed upon
them in the most necessary transactions. Tired at last
of the resistance he met with, he determined to refuse
the title of " Excellence/5 although it might fairly be-
long to them, to all who refused to address him as
" Highness." This finished his affair; for after that
determination no one would see him, and the business
of the embassy suffered even more than before. It is
difficult to comprehend why the King permitted sucli a
man to remain as his representative at a foreign Court.

Madame de Navailles died on the I4th of February.
Her mother, Madame de Neuillant, who became a
widow, was avarice itself. I cannot say by what ac-